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There. a Laois atray of. tax-pay- 
ers before:the Boprd.of: Apportionment yes- 
terday, and: thelr views about the estimates 
for 1981: were’ “expressed by Mr..Jonn H. 
SrTRAHAN, © It -was’shown that after the 10 
per Gent.’ reduction, yon salaries had “been 
made there) was’ still an increase. of 
$1,971,758 over thé estimates of last year, and 
that ‘the design’ of the’ 10 per cent, law to 
reduce expenses had,‘therefore, been frus- 
trated. The remodits suggested were a re- 
duction of the allowanee for salaries. to the 
Mayor's offiée and the: Board of Aldermen, 
j reductions on ‘the: interest and real estate 
account of the Controller’ 8 office, a cutting 
down. by ‘one-balf.» of the estimates 
of the Park Department, a reduction of 
$200,000 on: the .¢trect-repairing : appropria- 
tion, and some~niinor reductions under the 
| item of contingencies. Apart. fromthe 
item for yepaving streets, which ought to 
be’ left at: $500,000, there seems “to be 
good reason, for ‘the changes suggested on 
behalf of : the tax-payers. If, however, the 
striking out of $25,000 for real estate inthe 
Finance Department, will hiamper the Con- 
troller.in'd: with our ramschackle mar- 
ket aheds, a similar exception must be taken 
‘to that proposal: " 


pro aS 

| THR POSITION OF, REFUNDING. 

It is uot improbable that-if it had not been 
for the disgracefil oocirrence in the House 
on Tuesday the Refunding bill would have 
‘ passed that: ‘body’ yesterday. So much time 
2was taken up by motions, amendments, and 
‘speeches: on: the subject of the outrageous 
scene of the day before, that no business de- 
manding any.seridus consideration could be 
brought forward. . At the ldst moment, how- 
ever, Mr. “Woop succeéded ‘in. getting an 
order that, when the Refunding bill was'again 
taken up, debate upon ‘it shotild be'limited 
to one day.’ Though the bill has still to con- 
tend with the-pressure of the measures 
which crowd on each‘ other's heels after the 
holidays in. a short ‘session,’ there is consid- 
erable reason te-hope “that ‘it thay be’ passed 
by the House genet a short time after its 
‘Teassembling. . 

Enough” ‘was. pe on Tuesday; however, 
to show thatthe’ bill will encounter consid- 
erable opposition, ‘and “that some important 
changes Will” i proposed in its provisions. 
‘The’ diréct- opposition, will/not amount to 
very miveh.” Tt is based: on such a peculiarly 
unintelligent ‘view.,of the facts that it can 
hardly stand the force ofeven such debate as 
thé House'ot’ Representatives indulges in. 
But those who*¢annot hope to, make head- 
way in ‘direct ‘hostility to the bill” will take 
other means of defeating it, and, though 
they are,a ‘somewhat’ motley collection of 
statesmen, their: combined’ influence may 
have some effect... Among them: are found 
men of widely, differing views, . The Green- 
backérs are opposed to refunding the bonds 
because they ¢ling to the hope that they may 

‘way of changing the bonds 


» With these gentle- 


would, ‘fat “more 
ps ateaiiiata for. the $18,000,000 or 
so of interest which the ‘refunding: of 
the high rate’ bonds would impose, | 
This country’ has arrived. at a stage of 
growth where many of the » ‘* protective’ 
‘taxes, enacted hastily in time of war for a 
special emergency. Which has’ long ‘since 
passed; are a getious injury to. its progress. 
They are like the! swaddling clothes of an 
infant on the vigorous limbs ‘of an active 
youth, Whatever excise. ever existed for 
them ‘has Jong since ‘passed away. They 
embarrass our mantfacttires. insted’ of -pro- 
moting them, Under the pretext of secur: 
ing a home market, they shut within a home 
market which would’ always ‘be secure in- 
dustries .which might and ' ought to ex- 
tend to. all the markets of the world. The } 
Refunding bill is represented by some of its 
friends ‘as involving a mere question, of bor- 
rowing ‘at a low rate to meet a debt which 
we cannot pay.” It involves much’ more 
than this, and as the representatives of the 
over-protected interests fully understand that 
it does, it is well that the ene at large 


should understand it also. 
—_—_—_ 


CHANGES IN THE SUPREME COURT. 

Since it ‘has been decided ‘that the power 
of .appointment.is to remain in the hands of 
8 Republican. President for at least four 
years ‘more the Democrats in Congress ap- 
pear to Have Jost their interest’ in ‘the over- 
burdened condition of the..Supreme Court, 


|: were’ characteristic’ of the. whole. people, 


and Faith in popular intelligence and uniyer- 


¥ 


the ‘Supreme Bench, and ‘anes ieeh fale 
} suggestions ‘of the) propricty of keeping 
up @ political ‘balance by the appointment 
of one or more -When Mr, Da- 
vis, of ‘Minols, and of nondescript politics, 
retired, Mr. Hanan, of Kentucky; was ap- 
pointed: He is a ‘Southern, man, and a Re- 
publican: Mr. ‘Stowe, Republican, of 
Pennsylvania, is sueceeded by Mr. Woops, 
Republican, , of Alabama. ‘Though Judge 
Woops was born in Ohio, he is certainly en- 
titled. to rank, as’ a Southern. man; and the 
memorials from the Bar in the Fifth Circuit 
in support. of: the appointment, indicate. that» 
he sis. entitely ‘acceptable as such, There 
Would be a manifest propriety in selecting 4 
snecessor to Mr. Cruvrorp. from New- 
England, and there is ample. material 
thereto choose from. Conspicuous ex- 
amples are to be found’in Attorney+General 
Dxvens,and Senator Epmunns.. This, the 
most “important of all the circuits, should 
have a representative, and Judge Biatcr- 
FORD is already more or less talked of.as the 
successor of Justice Hunt. Mr. Swayne 
ig an Ohio nan, and‘as that much-represented 
State furnishes the Chief-Justice; there is no 

reason for looking there for his successor, but 
the West; has perhaps as. strong a claim as 
the South) fot-a secohd representative on the 
Supreme ‘Bench, e it is a matter of 
minor importance whether an appointee 
shall be @ Sbathern ‘man’ or a’ Democrat, it 
is of the highest importance that he shall be 
an able and learned: jurist, who regards the 


They. are/not so anxious as they were about |’ Constitution. pf the,country as equally valid 


the law's delay and the overwork of Judges. 
Their little scheme for increasing the mem- 
bership of the court to twenty-one has fallen 
out of favor since it has become evident that, 
instéad of revolutionizing its ‘political char- 
acter; it would strengthen it foran indefinite 
fime ‘to: come, and the various, proposi- 
tions for increasing the facilities for dispos- 
fhe of claims against the Government .ap- 
pear to have been: dropped for thé’ very 
good reason that the number and scope of 
such claims. arising out of war losses are 
likely. to be restricted rather than extended. 
But the fact remains all the same that the 
business of the Supreme Court~ has accu- 
mulated beyond its. capacity. for dis- 
posing of. it’ until it is.all the time 
about three years behind, Considering that 
the Circuit ‘Courts are overloaded 'to a simi- 
lar extent and embarrassed by corresponding 
delays, it is clear that something ought to be 
done to expedite . the decision of cases and 
the ‘adjudication of questions upon ‘which 
important public and private interests de- 
pend, Since the working capacity of. the 
Federal Judiciary has been ~ substan- 
tially the same as at . present © the 
amount of litigation, coming ‘within its 
jyrisdiction bias’ vastly increased. The 
growth ‘and’ complication of . commercial 
interests, the development.of transportation 
facilities and the questions arising out of 
their operation, the. maltiplicity Of ¢ases re- 
lating to the rights of citizens which are the 
product of the great political changes of the 
last twenty years, and the natural increase 
of litigation occasioned by advancing popu- 
lation and wealth, have. thrown upon the 


in all its parfs and t6 be impartially enforced 
by: ‘‘ appropriate legislation. ”’ 


THE NEW-ENGLAND LEAVEN. 

Manifestly there ‘is no abatement in the 
disposition. of the sons..of New-England -to 
glorify the-virtues of their ancestors and to 
magnify the influence which they have 
éxerted on, the destiiy of this Repnblic, if 
it is henceforth to require two days of feast- 
ing adequately to express their. grateful 
fecognition of thé greatness. and goodness 
of the forefathers. | Wherever any consider- 
able number of the supposed descendants of 
the are gathered together at or 
about the time of the Winter solstice ‘to dis- 
cuss’ the merits of the modern eonvivial 
ménu, there is sure to be much post-pran- 
dial ‘vaunting of the service which: New- 
England’ ideas and New-England influence 
have: Bestowed upon these United States: 
One‘ would suppose that but for the persecu- 
tions of Lavp and his coadjutors and the 
quest of the Pilgrianis fora place where they. 
would be let alone, we should at this time have 
been little better than the comparative 
heathen ‘of old ‘England and the Continental 
patives, But it is just possible that we might 
have made respectable progress if the pious 
sojourners of Leyden had never made a 
landing on” the bleak shores of the Old 
Colony; + It is true they werd an 
earnest. and» God-fearing . people, -reso-. 
lutely ' Getetmined to establish | their 
own freedom ‘of worship’ and ‘of opinion 
and to prevent all denger of its: curtailment 
‘by. the pgs at Of any liberty among them 
. -e@nform. to ‘their! standard. 


‘sal education belongs'to the American ‘peo- 

| bie, and would have belonged to them i the 
had. never sailed, from Delfthaven. 

and. jusetts had been settled by Dutch: 

men, The simple fact is that American life 

took its earliest and most vigorous start in 


*Massachusetta and Virginia. Massachusetts 


escaped the blight of slavery, and New-Eng- 

land) has received Jess ‘than the Middle 
States of the mixture of Continental blood: 
All. that New-England is entitled to 
Claim is that the. ideas and. influences 
to: which the Nation owes so much of its 
progressive and conservative vigor, - have 
Deen exemplified in hier: history with’ more. 
. distinctness first and ldst than in. other States 
‘that constituted tho Nation in its early days. 

The leaven that has: produced the ' results so 
greatly glorified did not come from her 
alone, nor are the results due to. ‘that. leaven 
entirely, -There are ‘valuable qualities in 
the national ' character - which she has 


‘contributed in ‘but simall. measure, and 


our progress. and. development as a nation 
come from & combination of influences and 
a mingling of ideas in which her part is not; 
perhaps, the most important. We could not 
spare. the contribution in. which she is a 
little too: ready to claim.a monopoly, but 
neither could ‘we have had our. present 
vigor and greatness without the other in- 
gredients of the’ mixture. The sons of 
New-England are entitled to their glorifica- 
tion on Forefathers’ Day, but the rest of the 
people may claim’ to have some part. in 
making the country what it is ‘and in saving 
it from what'it would’ have been as a mere 
development of the Puritan colonies. 
—_—" 
A SNOW BLOOKADE, 

The *‘comimuter’’ who travels daily on the 
railway train between the City and his coun- 
try, home is a peaceful and contented person. 
Otherwise: he. would not bea. commuter. 
The irascible anf: peevish man who triesto be 
& Commuter grows angry over what he calls 
the wretched mismanagement of therailway, 
and early shakes .the ¢inders from: his shirt- 
bosém and returns to his residence in the 
City. The commuter; ‘on the other ‘hand, 
asserts that he lives on the best managed rail- 
way in the country; and when he runs off 
the track, or is delayed by some other acci- 
dent, he points out that a delay of an, hour or 
two oncé. in ‘six months is as nothing com- 
pared with what the resident of the City 
suffers daily from horse cars or sloppy pave- 
ments. But on this cheerful and ‘conterted 
commuter some day descends the snow 
blockade, and 'straightway he becomes, as it 
were, another man, and wishes he had never 
been born. : 

It is a remarkable fact that when a’ train 
is snow-bound itis always within a mile. ot 
two of the commiuter’s home. He ‘leaves 
the city in the afternoon full of confidence 
that in an hour he will be at his comfortable 
fireside, but. when the lights of his, village 
are almost in sight his train: suddenly runs 
into & snow-bank and comes to a'dead stop, 
At first he is amused and interested. He re- 
marks that. ‘* they won't be there long,”’ and 
gives. the other passengers a comparative 
sketch of the historic. weather of ‘the last 
twenty eats, After a while he exclaims 
that this stoppage is really extraordinary, 


inaidons ‘an the seats, trying to sleep, and 
utterly. careless. of ‘The: men 
Gases ap nt Seale aad aud say they 
‘don’t believe the’ company cares “what its 


"passengers suffer, or is making the slightest 


effort to get the train free. By and by the 
pangs of dinnet deferred seize tpon them, 
and they lose’ all -thefr,.réverence for 
the moral law. They go. into the ex- 
press car anid break open whatever package 
contaits anything eatable... Foremost among 
them is the once orderly. and peaceable com- 
muter.. He breaks. open'a box of. crackers 
with fiendish joy; exclaiming that the rail- 
way company will have'to pay the damages, 
and will find that the snow is an’ expensive 
luxury. He would. even break a window 
were it not for fear of the cold. - 

The sixth hour of the blockade arrives, 
and it is now’ discovered: that the snow- 
plow is on the ‘track; but. that the extra en- 
gine has ‘used up.all itscoal ‘and water, and 
that a third engine must be sent for to drag 
it out of the way, The. “train- -boy, now 
thinks. that ‘‘ we may get. out of this by 
morning, but you can‘t tell much’ about it.’ 
At this point the commuter, casting the last 
shred of his former self to the winds, breaks 
the third commandment; and" inyokes a ter- 
rible fate on’ every one ¢onnected) with the 
railway, and especially’the Superintendent. 
He. says in ‘a loud: voice that he: has bad 
enough of this nonsense and is going to 
walk home, and thereupon; elutehing his in- 
evitable brown paper parcel, he plunges. up 
to his waist in anow, and reaches the station, 
wet ard exhausted, about two minutes after 
the train, which has at last broken loose from 
the snow,bank, draiws' up at the platform. 

The melancholy thing abouta snow block- 
ade is not. the delay; the inconvenience, and 
the. suffering which it entails, but the moral 
wreck of the cominuter.: : He never retrieves 
himself, but, conscious. that he has forever 
forfeited. his commuting character, he takes 
the first opportunity to remove'to the City, 
and enrolls himself as:an. active enemy of 
railwhys and country life, < * 

Joun Ketiy, in “his evening newspaper, 
yesterday, gave a list of the persons. who. will com- 
pose the Bourd of Aldermen next: year, and ap- 
pended what purported to,be an account—as far as 
the City Directory wonld. give it—of the occupa- 
tions of the various persons who are to legislate In 
Municipal matters for the tax-payers: of this City 
during the coming ‘twelve months, The exhibit 
is a most huniiliating ;one,: and shows in 
a yery. striking way . one:x.of ‘the glaring 
evils of Democratic, ‘and. especially ‘Tam- 
many, ascendency,. ‘In: the. newspaper article 
referred to, sufficient prominence is fot given to 
the extraordinary fact that:most of the Democratio 
Aldermen dre keépers of gin-milla. Asa matter of 
fact, two of them who are in the liquor business are 
set down as being without occupation'as far as the 
Directory shows It. Correcting the list by including 
the names of these persons; the occupations of the 
Democratic members of ‘the next board are as fol- 
lows: KEENAN, PATRICK Kenyex, Kis, MoAvoy, 
Sause, and Sugms, Nquor-dealers, and Bernarp 
Kenney, shoer; Muprny, butcher, and S.eyry, 
undertaker, (Tammany,).. and. Cgvanaan and 
Cogery, © liquors; AUTENRIEta, | {not -in-- Di- 
rectory;) : Powkr) plasterer, and ~~ . STRACK, 
occupation. nat. stateil, (Anti-Tammany.) This 
enumeration shows that-alx of the hine Tammany 
Aldermen keep liquor salooris, and that two of” the 
‘five Anti-Tammany men dre.in the same business. 
Thé remaining Democratic Aldermen.are, from the 
statements above given, in ‘occupations net much 
better sulted to prepare them ‘forthe duties they 
ato likely to b& called upon to perform. ° In striking 
contrast ‘to this display f¢ the - array. of the 


the books to be taken home, and in all but a few 
cases visits have been made to tlie addresses given. 
One notable: instanes of how these books fall into 
honest hands is determined by the fact that from 


| March to Nov.1 of the 22,689 volumes given out, 


only 2 books have been lost, 1 book in every 11,279 
fssued,’ Unfortunately, as Mr. Wotms W. Ar- 
pieton, Chairman of the committee, states, of the 
§,674 books on the library shelves fully one-thira are 
of such a character as to be rarely called for. What 
is wanted are standard works of fiction, travel, and 
history, and that. better class of books adapted 
to young readers. We-hear and reada great deal 
of the pernicious literature of to-day, which causes 
sO much harm to boys and girls, Now, it is quite 
evident from the facts. presented by this free circu- 
lating library that if only wholesome material could 
be: provided for children, books that they could 
read for the asking of them, a most salutary effect 
conld be produced.. The business of this free 


} brary has been managed in the most economical 


way, but as the demand for books and accom- 
modation have rapidly increased, the committes 
are convinced that $5,000 a year will be ‘re 
quired in order to carry on the work satisfactorily; 
The want of more room for books is Hkely then to 
eneroach on the: reading-room. ». Who can tell but 
the poor the happiness they derive of a cold Win- 
ter’s day, when allowed. the privilege of reading 
some book in ® warm and well-lighted room. Cer- 
tainly a reading-toom is the sine gua non of. a free 
cireulating library:. The very painstaking and 
philanthropic people who have given a first move- 
ment to this free circulating library have no hesita- 
tion in making an appeal to the public, If it seems 
impossible that our Municipal Government should 
furnish the funds, it behooves New-York people te 
give what money they can forthe support of this 
very excellent inatitution, the Treasurer.of which ig 
the Hon. Lay: P. Morrow. 
OS 

The leader of the late Southern Confederacy 
must have many different ways of receiving differ- 
ent. inquisitive people. It is only a few months ago 
that half the papers in the South were representing 
him as feeble with. age, reticent, and not fond of 
seeing strangers. Two or three. Northern. journal- 
ists of more or less reputation who: have reventiy 
seen him unite in the statement that pis one great 
desire is to be left in peace away from the world, 
and that he strongly objects to political discussion 
of all kinds. It.was left for’ Col. MoOrvrz, the en 
terprising editor of the Philadelphia Times, tc 
arouse him from this retirement. That gentlemas 
describes Mr. Datis as follows: “ His yet abundani 
locks and full. beard are deeply silvered, and bis 
fare and frame are: spare,.as they always have been, 
but his: step is elastic and steady, and the hard 
lines of his brow, which are so conspicuous in his 
pictures, are at once effaced when he-enters into 
conversation. Instead; of impressing the visitor 
as a political récluse’ who has’ no interest in 
the ‘land to. whose. citizenship. he will live and 
die a stranger, he'at once invites the freedom of the 
planter’s home by ¢hatting without reserve. save 
when his con are likely to be criticised, 
when he adroitly; and pleasantly turns the discus- 
sion into indffensivé channels. He is. yet the same 
positive man in all his convictions and purposes 
that made him the,leader ‘of a canseless re 
He well understands that he cast the die for empire 
or. for failure’ that must make him alien to the 
country and the world, and that he lost; and he 
knows that he is to-day» the: most powerless of all 
mén in’ the land to rétrievé the fortunes of tnose 
who followed him to. bereavement and:sacrifice;" 
If half this pleasant paragraph’ is to be credited, 
Jurrenson Davis must have greatly improved: botn 
in appearance and manner since the time when he 
sat in the upper house of Congress with the late 
Senator Cuanpier. It was. only afew weeks be- 
fore his death that “the ojd stalwart,” in a private 
conversation. aald of him: “I knew Davis well, and 
I think we understood each other, Li miiehostyty 
ywost unapproachable, bad-tempered, and over 
bearing man I ever met.” According to the latest 
account, Mr. Davia must have been chastened by 
adversity and much benefited by that retirement 
in which it would Ge just as well to let him rest. 


OBITUARY, 
AMOS TAPPEN AKERMAN, 
The telegraph announces the death of the 
Hon, Amos Tappen Akerman at his. home,. in 
Cartersville, Ga. He was a man who for a long 
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